
MIFA Victory Theatre 
“Conversation with a Living Legend” Presenter  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MIFA’s mission is to present the finest examples of contemporary practice in the performing, visual and literary arts for 
the purposes of educating, entertaining and enriching lives. MIFA serves the economic revitalization of Holyoke through 
the preservation and reopening of the historical landmark Victory Theatre. MIFA has presented great art since 1994 with 
artists like Mikhail Baryshnikov, Vanessa Redgrave, Eddie Palmieri, and William Kentridge, along with wonderful 
Massachusetts artists and institutions. 
 

In 2009 MIFA acquired the Victory Theatre located at 81-89 Suffolk Street Holyoke, Massachusetts. The Victory, a 1,600 
seat Broadway style theatre opened in 1920 and has been derelict since 1979. MIFA is restoring the iconic theater so it 
can be a major live theatre for the City of Holyoke, its surrounding communities and the Connecticut River Valley from 
Long Island Sound to the Canadian border. Funds for the Victory restoration include private, individual, corporate, and 
foundation donations, public grants, and State and Federal Historic Tax Credits and New Market Tax Credits. 
 

“Conversation” is part of MIFA’s Education Program. The MIFA Education Program is to introduce students to major arts 
events and disciplines. Students attend and participate in performances, workshops, and master classes. They interact 
with major national and international artists and arts companies. Past MIFA Education Program artists include actors Hal 
Holbrook and Paul Sorvino, London’s Globe Theatre, The National Players, the Happy Valley Guitar Orchestra and 
French choreographer Thierry Thieû Niang.  
 

56 Suffolk St, Suite 300, Holyoke, MA 01040-5026 
info@mifafestival.org,     413.540.0200,     www.mifafestival.org 

 
 

 

Enchanted Circle Theatre (ECT) 
“Conversation with a Living Legend”   

Curriculum Development & Workshop Coordinator  

 
 

Enchanted Circle Theater (ECT) is a non-profit, educational theater company that has been engaging, enhancing, and 
inspiring learning through the arts since 1976. We are the regional leader in the field of arts integration, using theater 
arts as a dynamic teaching tool in the classroom, on the stage, and in the community. 
 

Their arts integration programs integrate theater arts – theater, dance, music, visual, media and literary arts – with 
academic and social curricula to improve academic achievement and support the development of social and emotional 
health. We work in schools, professional theaters, social service agencies, colleges and universities, with people of all 
ages and abilities. – www.enchantedcircletheater.com 
 

Studio 206, 4 Open Square Way, Holyoke, MA 01040 
info@enchantedcircletheater.com,     (413) 534-3789,     www.enchantedcircletheater.com 
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Professor Christopher Tinson 
“Conversation with a Living Legend” Moderator  

 

Christopher Tinson, assistant professor of African American studies, earned a Ph.D. from 
the W.E.B. Du Bois department of Afro-American Studies at the University of 
Massachusetts Amherst. He holds an M.A. in ethnic studies from San Francisco State 
University and a B.A. from California State University, Dominguez Hills. 
 

His interdisciplinary research and teaching focuses on the intersections between Africana 
radical traditions, U.S. ethnic studies, hip-hop culture, critical media studies, incarceration, 
community-based education, and race and sports. His writings have been published in 
The Black Scholar, The Journal of African American History, The Nation, and Radical 
Teacher. He currently resides in Holyoke, Massachusetts and has conducted workshops 

at various college campuses, high schools, and juvenile detention centers in the area, and serves as a youth mentor. 
Since 2006 he has hosted TRGGR Radio, a Hip-Hop-rooted social justice radio program. 
 

His recently taught courses include Cultures of the African Diaspora, Black Radicalism in the U.S. and Beyond 1960s 
and 1970s; and Framing Blackness: African Americans and Mass Media in the U.S. In addition to establishing an 
introductory African American Studies course, his new courses include: The Life and Imagination of W.E.B. Du Bois; 
Warfare in the American Homeland: Policing, Imprisonment and the Politics of Control; and African Americans and the 
Politics of Reparations. – www.hampshire.edu  
 

 
 

    Stephen Burrell 
 “Conversation with a Living Legend” Program Coordinator 

 

 In 2003 Stephen started an audio/video company, even keel productions. Returning to his 
creative passions in life he began shooting videos for local organizations and taking 
photographs to sell at farmer’s markets and art shows in the Los Angeles area. Stephen has 
authored three novels, Avé Blue, The One Millionth Man and The Ire of Ezra Bishop. He also 
has an active career in commercial modeling and acting through the Ken Park Talent 
Management Agency in New York and Maggie, Inc. in Boston. - 
www.evenkeelproductions.com       
 
 

 

 
 

Monisola (Sola) Gbadebo 
“Conversation with a Living Legend” Workshop Coordinator 

 
 Monisola (Sola) Gbadebo is the Assistant to the Executive Director of Enchanted Circle 
Theater. Since 2009, she has worked in administrative roles at cultural organizations like 
the Deep Listening Institute, and the Waterbury Symphony Orchestra. Passionate about 
the world of non-profit arts and educational programming, she is the creator of Breathing 
Fire, Spitting Verse: an expressive arts and spoken word poetry program run by the Out 
Now youth organization in Springfield. 
 

Sola has a Bachelor’s of Music from The Oberlin Conservatory and recently earned her 
MFA in Music Composition from Mills College. She is a composer who works extensively 

with electronics, text, and specialized polyrhythm. Weaving text that is visually evocative and rich in metaphor into 
dense sonic environments, she seeks to reveal the musicality of language and the poetry in sound.  -  
www.enchantedcircletheater.com 
 

 

Jazz 
 

A genre of American music originating in New Orleans around the beginning of the 20th century characterized by strong, 
prominent meter, improvisation, distinctive tone colors & performance techniques, and dotted or syncopated rhythmic 
patterns. Jazz first emerged in the black cultures of New Orleans from the mixed influences of ragtime, blues, and the 
band music played at New Orleans funerals. 
 

Jazz evolved simultaneously in New Orleans, Chicago, and Kansas City, performed by both black and white ensembles 
and orchestras and soon jazz was an American national phenomenon, appealing to sophisticates and young audiences 
around the country.  - www.encyclopedia.com 
 

“Jazz is music that’s never played the same way once.” – Louis Armstrong 
 

 
 

Archie Shepp 
 

Saxophone player, composer, pianist, singer, politically committed poet, playwright, 
Archie Shepp is a legend. 
 

Archie Shepp was born in 1937 in Fort Lauderdale in Florida. He grew up in 
Philadelphia, studied piano and saxophone and attended high school in Germantown; 
he went to college, became involved with theatre, met writers and poets, among them, 
Leroy Jones and wrote The Communist, an allegorical play about the situation of black 
Americans. In the late fifties, Archie Shepp also met the most radical musicians of the 
time: Lee Morgan, Bobby Timmons, Jimmy Garrisson, Ted Curson, Beaver Harris… 
his political consciousness found an expression in plays and theatrical productions 
which barely allowed him to make a living. In the beginning sixties he met Cecil Taylor 
and did two recordings with him, which were determining. 
 

In 1962 he signed his first record with Bill Dixon as co-leader. During the following 
year, he created the New York Contemporary Five with John Tchichai, made four 
records for Fontana, Storyville and Savoy and travelled to Europe with this group. 
Starting in August 1964, he worked with Impulse and made 17 records among which, 

Four For Trane, Fire Music, and Mama Too Tight, some of the classics of Free Music. His collaboration with John 
Coltrane materialized further with Ascension in 1965, a real turning point in Avant-Garde music. His militancy was 
evidenced by his participation in the creation of the Composers Guild with Paul and Carla Bley, Sun RA, Roswell Rudd 
and Cecil Taylor. 
In July 1969 he went for the first time to Africa for the Pan African Festival in Algiers where many black American 
militants were living. On this occasion he recorded Live for Byg the first of six albums in the Actual series. In 1969 he 
began teaching Ethnomusicology at the University of Amherst, Massachusetts; at the same time he continued to travel 
around the world while continuing to express his identity as an African American musician. 
 

The dictionary of Jazz (Robert Laffont, Bouquins) defines him in the following way:  A first rate artist and intellectual, 
Archie Shepp has been at the head of the Avant- Garde Free Jazz movement and has been able to join the mainstream 
of Jazz, while remaining true to his esthetic. He has developed a true poli-instrumentality: an alto player, he also plays 
soprano since 1969, piano since 1975 and more recently occasionally sings blues and standards.  
 

He populates his musical world with themes and stylistic elements provided by the greatest voices of jazz: from Ellington 
to Monk and Mingus, from Parker to Siver and Taylor. His technical and emotional capacity enables him to integrate the 
varied elements inherited by the Masters of Tenor from Webster to Coltrane into his own playing but according to his 
very own combination: the wild raspiness of his attacks, his massive sound sculpted by a vibrato mastered in all ranges, 
his phrases carried to breathlessness, his abrupt level changes, the intensity of his tempos but also the velvety 
tenderness woven into a ballad. His play consistently deepens the spirit of the two faces of the original black American 
music: blues and spirituals.  His work with classics and with his own compositions (Bessie Smith’s Black Water Blues or 
Mama Rose) contributes to maintaining alive the power of strangeness of these two musics in relationship to European 
music and expresses itself in a unique mix of wounded violence and age-old nostalgia. 
 

The scope of his work, which registered in the eighties a certain urgency (at the cost of a few discrepancies) is a witness 
to the fact that in 1988 Archie Shepp was with Sonny Rollins one of the best interpreters in the babelian history of jazz. 
With his freedom loving sensitivity Archie Shepp has made an inestimable contribution to the gathering, the publicizing 
and the inventing of jazz.   –  www.archieshepp.net  
 

 


